RAWM Policy Briefing – Oct 2010
Quangos to go... or not
Described as the ‘Bonfire of the Quangos’, the hit list which was published today does contain a few survivors of relevance to the voluntary & community sector 
Burn
Capacitybuilders 
“Alternative delivery for capacity building activity is under review”

Commission for the Compact 

“The functions of the Commission for the Compact (to champion and promote the Compact) will be carried out by Compact Voice and the Cabinet Office respectively”

Community Development Foundation 
“Has charitable status. Support to move to adoption of social enterprise model”
National Tenant Voice 
“Abolish body and function”
Office for Tenants and Social Landlords 
“Regulatory functions passed to Homes and Communities Agency. Independent economic regulation safeguarded. Consumer regulation slimmed down” 
 
Commission for Rural Communities 
“Abolish and reinforce Government's capacity to reflect rural interests in policies and programme“
 
 
Stick or Twist 
 Big Lottery Fund

“Retain on grounds of performing a function which requires impartiality. Move policy responsibility to Cabinet Office” 
 
National Heritage Memorial Fund/Heritage Lottery Fund 
“Retain on grounds of performing a technical function which should remain independent from Government”
 
National Lottery Commission 
“Merge with Gambling Commission” 

 
Equality & Human Rights Commission 
“Retain, with better focus on its core regulatory functions and improved use of taxpayers' money”
 
Homes & Communities Agency
“Smaller enabling and investment body working for local communities. Taking on regulation of social housing
 
Implications for organisations
 
The renewed compact (draft out for consultation - see below) includes no express reference to infrastructure.  Compact Voice may be able to exert influence on the Cabinet Office to ensure proper support for the VCS is retained.  
 
The Commission for the Compact focused on supporting the public sector in building and maintaining good relations with the voluntary sector.  Taking their functions into the Cabinet Office leaves public bodies with no independent advice and support body. 
 
Action points and key dates
Download the full list of proposed quango reforms [435 kB, PDF]
