
Compared to many countries around the world, the British public has a strong habit of giving. Even in the depths of the recession, the comparatively high number of people making regular donations stayed remarkably steady (although the overall amount dipped slightly). Gratifying proof of how much the public appreciates the work you and others do. Other funding streams are under pressure however so we need to do everything we can to increase personal donations to help fill in the gaps.
We've been poring over the contents of the Giving White Paper published last week. There's a lot of detail in there so we've put together our own analysis of the findings and made some suggestions as to how the work can be taken forward. I was particularly pleased to see the adoption of a couple of proposals from our earlier Funding Commission report; an infrastructure fund so that local support bodies can provide the extra help frontline organisations need and also a proposal to prioritise impact reporting. 
We will of course keep you up to speed with all developments around giving and I recommend following our policy manager James Allen's blog for more analysis.
Another huge issue for many of our members and their communities right now is the Health Bill. We are not happy with certain elements of it, particularly around the proposed relationship between GP consortia and our sector. I've written to the Prime Minister outlining these concerns. 
Finally, many congratulations are due to quite a few of our members. Firstly, Step Forward for their tremendous success in the prestigious Kings Fund Impact Awards. The inspirational work they do to improve the prospects of young people in Tower Hamlets earned them the Overall Winners prize. Also, some of you have now received a Queen's Award for Voluntary Service, the MBE for groups of volunteers who work in their local community. Well done to one and all!
With every best wish,
Stuart



	

	News from NCVO

	

	Say hello to some new members of the NCVO family
It's a source of huge pride for us to watch our membership community grow. Here's just two of our recent new additions:

The Yaarah Schools project is a inspiring example of a ground-up initiative in Ghana and they plan to roll out the successful model elsewhere. 
 

The Variety Club hardly needs any introduction; 60 years of amazing work in the UK changing the lives of disadvantaged children and young people for the better..
Welcome both!

Grants - not the final word in funding

'Diversify your income stream' is somewhat of a mantra for us but like all assumptions, it's worth going back to first principles once in a while to make sure they still stack up.
Olof from our Sustainable Funding team has stripped the concept back and looked at the reasons why our thinking evolved away from a grants-only focus. 

* Olof's included links to some useful free resources at the bottom of the blog and if he's persuaded you of the merits of branching out, there's tons of great ideas in our Good Guide to Trading (members get 30% discount)

Helping you be an even better leader

Are you a Chair of Trustees, Chief Executive or leader of a small or medium sized voluntary sector organisation?  
Our NCVO Barclays Leadership Development Programme will help you improve your powers of decision-making and your confidence.
The format? You'll join fellow leaders with a huge array of experience and our expert facilitators will draw out the practical knowledge and then show you how to apply it in your day-to-day work. 

Full details and booking.

The Compact is getting stronger

Daniel Fluskey has spotted recent evidence to suggest that the Compact is gaining currency in the courts and strengthening the hand of claimants against unfair decisions made by public bodies.
He points to a combination of factors coming together; the concept of 'legitimate expectation', the proposed new 'Best Value' guidance and last year's national Compact renewal.
Perhaps you have previously or are currently pursuing a claim? Let Daniel hear about it by commenting at the bottom of the blog.
Read the blog.

Guest blog: influencing Coalitions - learning from the world outside Westminster

By the frenzied reaction to the general election outcome, ,you'd be forgiven for thinking that Coalition government was some strange new life form just arrived from outer space. It is of course widely practiced not just around the world but also within the UK.
In the first part of a series of blogs, campaigns expert Alison Goldsworthy offers tips for working with and influencing coalition governments. She draws from the wealth of experience already within local councils, Wales, Scotland and elsewhere.

Settle back with your online member magazine Engage...
 

NCVO members ideas on votes for prisoners

This is an issue that provokes strong reactions and a complex array of possible ways forward have been suggested.
We sought out the views of three of our members with a keen interest in the debate, UNLOCK, Howard League for Penal Reform and Victim Support.
High Street change

Mary Portas is a human whirlwind of change and she has recently been commissioned to lead a government review into our high streets.
Last year she applied her thinking to charity shops in a TV series and Engage managed to pin her down for long enough to get her thoughts on how it panned out.
What's down the tracks?

You will have seen the term 'crunch' used a lot recently, probably in connection to resource depletion, climate change or global financial collapse. 
Nick Wilson Young who manages our Foresight team has been well ahead of the game with this and has crunched the various crunches for you, picking out some of the key trends you'll face over the next decade.
Think crunch - It is friday after all...

Ever wondered what it's like to work in a government department?

We're running our popular ‘Day in the Life’ Work Shadowing scheme again this September. 
It's a unique opportunity for staff in central government and the voluntary and community sector to step into each others shoes for a day and learn about how the ‘other side’ operates.
The personal nature of the scheme means you can observe, ask questions and acquire information first hand – something which often cannot be obtained through other more conventional methods of research or enquiry. 'A Day in the Life' also provides you with an opportunity to share information and highlight the importance of the work your organisation does. 
The deadline for applications is the 22 July. 
For more information visit our website where an application form is available to download.

Trustees Unlimited Pre Board Training



 HYPERLINK "http://mxm.mxmfb.com/rsps/ct/c/486/r/31057/l/59987" \t "_blank" 
Date: Thursday, 14 July 2011
Location: NCVO Conference Suite, London
Start: 5.00 pm 
Close: 7.30 pm
Cost: £35 If you are thinking of becoming a trustee or are looking to move up from a small to larger organisation then book your place on this Pre Board Training seminar.
The Pre Board training event runs from 5 pm, and is hosted by Trustees Unlimited, in association with Trustee Works. The event will cover three key areas:

· An introduction to the Civil Society Sector; 

· An overview of the role and responsibilities of being a trustee/non-executive; 

· Tips on how best to secure a trustee role. 

Event attendance is £35 which includes canapés and drinks. Space is limited to 100 people so book today!
Click here to book your place on the event or for any further information contact chris.taylor@ncvo-vol.org.uk
 




	

	NCVO Member Benefits

	

	By the power of association...
Have you downloaded your NCVO members' logo yet?
You're part of the largest and best-known membership community in an extremely diverse sector so let the power of our brand rub off on yours! 
You could add the logo to your website, stationary or other branding.

Perhaps you're putting in a funding bid? Our logo on your application will help give it extra oomph. 

Watch your Members Assembly in action

Our members are an incredible bank of knowledge and experience and we draw on you heavily to guide us.
How the Assembly works and how you can get involved 
The latest meeting was last week and Localism was high on the agenda. We've uploaded several short video clips of the debate on our youtube channel.
While you're there, feel free to have a look at some of the other content.



	

	Noticeboard

	

	The ICSA Charity Governance Conference 2011

28 June
Congress Centre, London
An essential event for leaders in the charity and not-for-profit sector. The conference will look back to 2006 and the introduction of the charities act and will examine the changing governance landscape.
Speakers include Sam Younger, Chief Executive of the Charity Commission.
Full details, bookings and contact details.




	

	About this email

	

	We always like to know what you think of the briefing so please email your comments to matt.gilfeather@ncvo-vol.org.uk.

You are receiving this email briefing because you are a member of NCVO and this is our main method of updating you. If you have any questions or comments about your NCVO membership or would like to unsubscribe to this email, please let us know by emailing membersmail@ncvo-vol.org.uk. 
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