Funding Opportunities

Crisis Changing Lives Grants
What is Crisis Changing Lives?

Crisis Changing Lives is a national grant scheme that helps homeless people achieve their educational and career goals. Grants can be made for individuals to access training, buy tools for work or set up a business (providing there is a robust business plan).

Crisis Changing Lives award grants in three categories: 
•    Education
•    Self employment
•    Into employment

There is no other facility that provides homeless individuals over the age of 18 with grants for education and training.

For further information http://vcsmatters.org/crisis-changing-lives-grants
Pilgrim Trust - Social Welfare Grants (UK)
The Pilgrim Trust has announced that the priorities for their Social Welfare programme have changed.

Through this programme the trust aims to break cycles of dependency and to help develop a sense of social inclusion in disadvantaged or marginalised groups within the UK.

The fund aims to support projects:
• that support people who misuse drugs and alcohol
• in prisons and projects that provide alternatives to custody

Grants of up to £5,000 will be rewarded through their small grants scheme, and grants over £5,000 through their main grant fund.

The Pilgrims Fund also provides funding for projects that seek to conserve historical buildings, monuments and collection, and also projects that promote awareness either by making collections more available or supporting academic research, through their Preservation & Scholarship programme.

Applications can be submitted at any time
For more information http://vcsmatters.org/pilgrim-trust-social-welfare-grants-uk
Tesco Charity Trust - Support for the Elderly and / or People with Disabilities
Through the Trust Community and Voluntary groups can apply for grants apply for grants of between £500 and £4,000 through the Tesco Charity’s Community Awards.

The Tesco Charity Trust has been in existence since 1987 and aims to provide approximately £600,000 in grants each year. The types of projects supported in the past have included:

•    befriending schemes; 
•    luncheon clubs; 
•    specialist equipment for disabled people; 
•    and day trips / social trips – for elderly / disabled people, etc.

The Tesco Charity Trust Trustees also consider grant applications at their tri-annual meetings. These grants range between £4,000 and £25,000 and are to support local, national or international projects in areas where Tesco’s operate.

The closing date for applications is the 30th September 2011
For more information http://vcsmatters.org/tesco-charity-trust-support-elderly-and-or-people-disabilities
Sports: 'Funding For Your Club'
Thursday 8th September, 6.30pm to 9.30pm at Hollyfields Community & Sports Centre, Woodacre Road, Erdington, Birmingham B24 0JT 
This workshop will give an overview of funding sources, application processes and eligibility criteria. It will help to identify your group‘s needs; provide an introduction to sponsorship and how to seek it. Also covered will be ideas for fundraising events and ways to raise income from membership; identifying barriers and obstacles to successful funding applications and providing a national perspective, e.g. Sport England‘s latest strategy and give an overview of the CASC scheme and charitable status. 

Places on this training are limited and will be offered on a 'first come' basis so if you would like to book a place on this training please contact Sue Mellor, Coach Development Support Officer, Sport & Healthy Lifestyles Team, Birmingham Sport & Events, Birmingham City Council on 0121 464 6018

Cost: £20:00
For more information: http://vcsmatters.org/sports-039funding-your-club039

BT Community Connections
Free broadband with BT Community Connections award scheme BT is currently running an award scheme called BT Community Connections that offers a years’ free Total Business Broadband to community groups across the UK. If you are a community group or you know one which helps, or wants to help, people access the internet and improve their ICT skills, you or they could be eligible to receive 12 months' free broadband from BT.

Entries close on the 15 September.
For more information http://vcsmatters.org/bt-community-connections. 

Baring Foundation Arts Projects Programme Opens for Applications (UK) 

The Baring Foundation has announced that its Arts Projects programme 2012 is now open for applications. The programme will continue its theme of arts and older people.  This year’s grants will support work to link different types of residential care settings into the community around them through the creative power of the arts. The Foundation will aim to support around 15 arts organisations undertaking exemplary projects.

The total fund will be at least £300,000 and the maximum single grant will be £30,000. The fund is open to constituted, not for profit arts charities or arts community interest companies with an annual income in 2010-11 of £100,000 or more.  

The deadline for applications is the 30th September 2011 

For more information http://vcsmatters.org/baring-foundation-arts-projects-programme-opens-applications-uk-0
Homelessness Transition Fund opens for business.
A new £20m grants scheme has been opened up by Homeless Link for voluntary sector organisations working to tackle rough sleeping in England, with £8m being given out in the first funding round.

The Homeless Transition Fund will award grants of up to £250,000 to protect and enhance essential services for single homeless people. Grants will also be awarded to support the introduction of No Second Night Out and other new ways to end rough sleeping.

The independent Fund has been set up to help support the Government’s rough sleeping strategy ‘Vision to end rough sleeping: No Second Night Out nationwide’. Administered by Homeless Link, the umbrella body for homelessness charities, the Fund will award £20m over the next three years.

Currently running as a pilot across London, No Second Night Out is a standard that the Government wants every local authority in England to adopt. No Second Night Out involves having the right services in place to make sure that anyone who ends up on the streets gets rapid help so they don’t spend a second night on the streets.

For more information http://vcsmatters.org/homelessness-transition-fund-opens-business
ESF Community Grants
Are financed through the European Union and are designed to help people increase their chances of finding work. It isn't used to create new jobs, but to give people who are financially inactive or unemployed new skills and confidence in order to find jobs.

Community and Voluntary Groups can apply for funding to provide services to people to help them with their skills.

Criteria:
Eligible applicants are required to:
•Be a voluntary or community group working in Birmingham
•Have a maximum income of £200,000; although priority will be given to those with an income of less than £150,000
•Have been running for at least 12 months 

Applicants should:
•Run a project that does not duplicate services already provided by ESF funding
•Use the grant to cover core costs (including small amounts for capital items including computer costs)
•Target individuals that are at least 18 years of age AND unemployed, OR economically inactive, OR hard to reach, OR working less than 8 hours per week 
•All groups of society can be targeted, but priority groups include: BME Groups, Disabled people, Lone Parents and / or Over 50's 
•provide non-accredited learning or 'soft skills', which could include: work experience, voluntary work, help with basic skills (excluding Skills For Life / ESOL), sessional training, confidence building, presentation skills, communication skills and / or general volunteering 
•You will need to download and read the Guidance Notes for further guidance on your eligibility of applying for an ESF Community Grant 

How much can you apply for?
Awards will be between £2,500 - £12,000; the average grant size will be in the region of £2,500 - £4,000.

What to do next:
Please ensure your group satisfies all of the criteria outlined within the Guidance Notes and within the Application Form prior to applying to ESF Community Grants.

ESF Community Grants is a rolling grant programme ending in December 2013.

Birmingham & Black Country Community Foundation Grants officers can only assess and put forward your application to the appropriate panel meeting once a *fully completed application has been received, thank you.

For further information and an apllication http://vcsmatters.org/esf-community-grants
Sport England Inspired Facilities Fund
Birmingham Sport and Physical Activity Partnership (BSPAP) is keen to hear from you if you are considering or are in the process of applying for Inspired Facilities funding.   
We would like to help clubs produce good quality applications and enable you to be realistic with projects by effectively managing your expectations.  Applicants are strongly advised to carefully plan, prepare and make the best possible case for funding - both for your club and local community which it serves.

BSPAP is here to review and support applications wherever possible, and there may be instances where projects can be further underpinned with information that fits with both local priorities and the wider strategic outcomes related to Olympic Legacy in Birmingham.

INSPIRED FACILITIES KEY CRITERIA: 
Sport England have pulled together a catalogue with details and costs of the many of the facility improvements sports clubs have said they need – from boilers to better insulated roofs, flooring to floodlights, court surfaces to changing rooms. 
Contractors have been appointed who can do the work, reducing the amount of time and money it takes clubs to get the work done once they have received a grant. 

Who is eligible to apply? 
Any organisation entitled to receive public funding can apply. This includes voluntary or community organisations, sports clubs, town and parish councils, playing field associations, schools and education establishments and local authorities. 

How much money is available? 
Sport England are investing £50m Lottery funding into 1000 sports facilities, through five funding rounds that will take place over the next three years. 
Voluntary and community groups such as sports clubs, Parish and Town Councils can apply for grants of between £20,000 and £50,000 and will receive at least 70 % of the funding available in each round

What type of projects are we looking for?   

Priority will be given to projects and organisations that: 
•        Have not benefited from a Sport England lottery grant worth over £10,000 
•        Offer local opportunities to people who do not currently play sport 
•        Are the only public sports facility in the local community

For more information http://vcsmatters.org/birmingham-sport-and-physical-activity-partnership-bspap-sport-england-inspired-facilities-fund
